
The Queen Elizabeth Commonwealth Scholarships are for students committed to creating change in their communities. Scholars will be supported to develop their knowledge and skills, and learn how to apply them in their career so they can contribute towards solutions to global challenges and the UN Sustainable Development Goals.  
Guidance: your statement should answer the following questions:
Describe briefly one challenge or problem in your country that you would like to address. 
How will your proposed study help you to contribute a solution to this challenge?
What skills do you expect to gain from this scholarship?
How will you apply/share the knowledge and skills gained on award with your local community and/or the wider Commonwealth when you return home?

Answer
One major challenge in my country is the escalating rate of domestic and gender-related violence. This is worrying because our judicial system is too slow and weak in convicting the perpetrators. In addition, at the community level, initiating open discussions on domestic and gender-based violence is always difficult due to its sensitivity and is complex in nature due to some traditional and cultural perception. One contributing factor to this violence is low financial independence. Since many women continue to depend on their husband for financial support, this usually makes them highly vulnerable as most of them are subjected to many forms of abuses and violence, which are often under-reported. I notice that it has reached a stage where it requires not only swift action but also acting beyond sensitization and activism to accelerate efforts and commitment to provide tangible solutions through enacting law, policy and international best practices to mitigate it negatively affecting the women.
My proposed study in a different country will expose me to learning and understanding a different culture. It will also contribute to creating solutions to the problem by developing a new approach through transfer of best practices, as well as using the host country as a model since Sri Lanka is a developing country with a standard above my country, with adopted democratic values and principles in implementation of global commitments on reducing domestic and gender-based violence. My immediate plan is to develop a new strategy which will involve the local stakeholders in my country to advance and intensify the campaign against domestic and gender-based violence in my country. In addition to receiving advanced practical professional skills, knowledge and experience that I expect to gain from this scholarship, it will also equip me with international experience and increase my confidence level to improve my problem-solving skills. It will also provide an improved networking capacity to learn and share with a diverse group of student scholars and lecturers during this period.
Giving back to the community will remain my highest priority agenda item upon returning to my home country as I have a clear strategic plan, focus and direction for my post scholarship programme. I will engage the stakeholders openly to develop a robust strategy with the local authorities, police department and the wider community to establish community prevention and resilient groups to serve as watchdog to spot, report and create awareness on the domestic and gender-based violence. I will strengthen the capacity of my community programme to promote the participation of women in politics, as well to be more inclusive to all. I will build strong connections and maintain good relationships with Commonwealth during and after this scholarship programme to serve not only as a good ambassador to the programme but also to take active part in post Commonwealth scholarship activities such as seminars, conferences, advocacy and training programmes.
